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MPI & TSI. Škoda in charge of combustion 
engines for 7 brands

Škoda developers’ technical know-how has been honoured with another prestigious 
assignment. The developers have been given responsibility for the development of EA 211 
series combustion engines for 50 model lines of seven Volkswagen Group brands. 

Mladá Boleslav/Kortenberg, 12/04/2023 - Škoda will develop all EA 211 series internal 
combustion engines for the entire group. So far, the Czech carmaker has mainly 
developed naturally aspirated MPI engines of this series, but now it will also take 
responsibility for the development of TSI units. 

For the brand, this is proof of its advanced technical know-how. “Taking responsibility for the 
development of the entire EA 211 engine series is confirmation of Škoda’s high level of 
technical expertise. At the same time, this underlines the importance of the Škoda brand 
within the entire Volkswagen Group, as the engines in this series are used in 50 model lines of 
seven of its brands,” remarks Johannes Neft, Škoda board member for technical 
development. 

The new responsibility builds on Škoda’s previous roles in the area of MPI engines as well as 
other tasks that Škoda carries out in the context of VW Group. For example, the Czech 
carmaker is already responsible for the development of the MQB A0 Global platform, which 
can use the EA 211 engines. It also develops drum brakes for the entire group. And alongside 
the new generation of the Škoda Superb, the new Volkswagen Passat was also developed in 
Mladá Boleslav. 

Engine-making tradition 

Škoda’s engine development tradition in Mladá Boleslav stretches back almost a century and 
a quarter. The history of the development and production of internal combustion engines in 
this town dates back to 1899, when Václav Laurin and Václav Klement built their first bicycle 
fitted with an auxiliary engine. As early as 1905, Laurin & Klement presented its first car, the 
Voiturette A, which was powered by a 1.1-litre liquid-cooled engine developed in-house. 

With a few exceptions, the Czech carmaker used its own power units almost exclusively until 
it joined the Volkswagen Group. And even this merger in 1991 did not put an end to the 
engine-making tradition in Mladá Boleslav, although engines developed by other group 
brands did start to appear under the bonnets of Škoda cars. Škoda continued to develop its 
own units and continued to manufacture them. 
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1997 saw the start of production of the 1.0 MPI engine in Mladá Boleslav, which the brand 
also supplied to other car companies in the group. The legendary 1.2 HTP unit of the EA 111 
series, the predecessor of the current EA 211 series, was developed in-house. In almost 15 
years of production, this three-cylinder engine has found its way into more than 3.5 million 
vehicles from all of the Group’s “volume” brands (in addition to ŠKODA, these include 
Volkswagen, SEAT, Cupra and Volkswagen goods vehicles). 

Production of the EA 211 engine series began in Mladá Boleslav in 2012 with the new 1.0 MPI 
type. Shortly afterwards, Škoda was put in charge of the complete development of MPI 
power units for the entire group. In 2014, Škoda opened a brand new engine centre, which 
gave it the necessary capacity and cutting-edge technology to take responsibility for an 
entire engine series. 

High efficiency, low consumption 

Consequently, engineers in Mladá Boleslav are now going to gradually take charge of 
developing the future TSI engines of the EA 211 series in addition to the MPI units. Today the 
EA 211 model range is characterised by a high degree of variability. The engines can have 
three or four cylinders, range in size from 1.0 to 1.6 litres and currently cover a power output 
spectrum from 48 to 115 kW. The engines can burn petrol, CNG or ethanol and are also 
available in mild-hybrid versions.

The MPI units are naturally aspirated engines with indirect multipoint fuel injection, which are 
renowned for their robustness. A typical representative of this range is the 1.0 MPI unit used 
by the brand in its smallest and most affordable models. The TSI engines, by contrast, feature 
an exhaust pressure wave supercharger. These are powerful, high-torque engines that can 
power a wide range of models and offer drivers a combination of high performance and low 
fuel consumption, as well as excellent handling. The popular three-cylinder 1.0 TSI or the 1.5 
TSI are examples of this range. 

The developers in Mladá Boleslav will continue to improve and adapt these engines to the 
needs and regulations of dozens of global markets. The aim is to develop even more powerful 
and more fuel-efficient engines with lower emissions, with an emphasis on maximum 
reliability. 
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Škoda Auto 
› is successfully steering through the new decade with the Next Level – Škoda Strategy 2030. 
› aims to be one of the five best-selling brands in Europe by 2030 with an attractive line-up in the entry-level segments and additional e-

models. 
› is emerging as the leading European brand in important growth markets such as India or North Africa. 
› currently offers its customers twelve passenger-car series: the Fabia, Rapid, Scala, Octavia and Superb as well as the Kamiq, Karoq, Kodiaq, 

Enyaq iV, Enyaq Coupé iV, Slavia and Kushaq. 
› delivered over 731,000 vehicles to customers around the world in 2022. 
› has been a member of the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle manufacturers in 

the world. 
› independently manufactures and develops not only vehicles but also components such as engines and transmissions in association with the 

Group. 
› operates at three sites in the Czech Republic; has additional production capacity in China, Russia, Slovakia and India primarily through Group 

partnerships, as well as in Ukraine with a local partner. 
› employs 45,000 people globally and is active in over 100 markets. 
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